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were turned back against their own throats,
so that they died. He explained to the few
disciples, who had not struck him, that the
ecstasy he had been experiencing annihilated
self, " His form is vanished, he is a mere mirror."
The disciples who had struck him saw their own
faces in that mirror and so wounded themselves,
and not Bayazid, whose soul had left the mirror
of his body and was one with the Beloved,

Perhaps the life of Mansur al-Hallaj is even
more interesting. Whether he was a mere
adventurer or genuine exponent of Sufiism is
still open to controversy among modern Sufis.
It will be perfectly safe to describe him as either
a saint or a vagabond. He was possibly both
extremes to suit the necessities of a very exciting
and eventful career. He was born in the close
of the ninth century A.D., and was said to
perform many miracles, such as raising the dead
to life, and drawing gold and flowers from the
air. According to his own belief he could write
verses equal to those of the Koran. He went
one better than the " superman " theory, how-
ever, and called himself God, and his disciples
after the various prophets. Akbar was called
God, but deification in this case did not sound
from his own trumpet; it sounded from the
trumpet of an enthusiastic poet: " See Akbar
and you see God." Al-Hallaj visited India
for the purpose of studying magic, and there-
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